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Announcement
Hello Members!
The MJMHA is looking for active members of our
club who would be interested in running to be on our
board of directors. Nominations have to be in soon,
so if you are interested in signing up email Roberta
Bartlett @ r10sweet@yahoo.com
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President’s Letter
Upcoming Dates
Hello Members,

• Oct. 10th -12th ASHAM Charity
Fall Horse Show

Fall is upon us with the temperature
dropping and the leaves changing. Seems
this summer went by in a flash. It was great
to see so many members at the various horse
shows. Thank you so much for your support.
The Grand National & World Championship
Morgan Horse Show will be starting up very
soon in Oklahoma City, OK. Wish everyone
save travels and good luck. Looking forward
to seeing our Michigan people and horses
showcasing their talent in our industry’s
largest stage.
The MJMHA Board will be working towards
our year end banquet to be held in January.
Look forward to seeing everyone there for the
festivities. We are also working on all the
activities for 2020. Which include: The tack
sale in February, Horse Expo in March,
Classic Horse Show in April, Michigan All
Morgan Horse Show in May and other
activities being presented. The first half of
2020 is jam packed with opportunities for all
members to be involved by participating or
volunteering to help during our events.

• Oct. 12th -19th Morgan Grand
National Horse Show
• Oct. 28th MJMHA BOD Meeting
• Oct. 31st Halloween
• Nov. 17th MJMHA BOD Meeting
• Nov. 28th Thanksgiving Day

The Board is eager to accept all comments,
questions and involvement opportunities.
Please reach out to any Board member or send
a message through the website.
Thanks
Roberta Bartlett
MJMHA President
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Where Are They Now?
Dar Vale Knight Hawk

Dar Vale Knight Hawk (Junior) joined our family in 1991 when he was 2 years old. Cynthia Darling, his breeder, called him Junior because he looked
just like his dad, Worthington Hawk. Worthington Hawk was an absolutely stunning horse. He dominated the ring every time he came through the gate.
Junior’s first show was a Classic Pleasure Driving class in 1993 at the Futurity. Hawk was in the class. I kept looking across the ring at him as I drove and
thought to myself “think Hawk”. Junior won the class! He was off to a great start and I was convinced that visualization worked!
At six years old, he started violent head shaking that was a mystery. In 2000 a diagnostic test was developed for head shaking; it was determined
that Junior had Trigeminal Meditated Headshaking. Now we knew the cause of the headshaking but there was no cure. Sadly, we were unable to show Junior
but he found his calling as the “Charger” for Powers Catholic High School. He participated in homecoming parades and he lead the football team out onto the
field at games.
Dr. Hal Schott at Michigan State University worked with us year after year trying to help Junior. We kept a daily journal and videos. Dr. Schott was
grateful for our diligence. When Junior was 21, Dr. Schott called us to let us know that Dr. Knottenbelt from England had come up with a procedure to help
horses with Trigeminal Head Shaking. It involved implanting platinum coils at the base of the infraorbital nerve. Dr. Knottenbelt came to MSU to teach the
procedure to the vets; Junior was chosen for the surgery and it was a success! So, with the help of Jeanne and Bill Tressler, we got Junior in shape to show.
We showed him at the Futurity the next year. It was 2011 and Junior was now 22 years old. He was in a very large driving class and got a nice ribbon but the
bigger accomplishment was just being able to do it. He has lived the good life with our other Morgans ever since as a tutor for young horses and an evervigilant herd boss. Despite everyone telling us to give up, we never did. On May 11 he turned 30 – and we had a big party for him!
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Becoming a Morgan Judge
By Jordan Cusumano
The longer you show horses the more you learn and realize that our
sport revolves around an objective opinion. The opinion should be based
on a set of rules and standards and how the exhibitors meet those
speculations. Even still, it comes down to an opinion. What does it take to
be the giver of that opinion? When I decided I wanted to become a judge I
started out by applying for the AMHA’s Young Adult Alliance’s Judging Scholarship to help with expenses. It took me
three consecutive years of applying for the scholarship before I received it in 2016. Once I received the $1,500 to assist
with fees and travel, I started to look into exactly what it would take to become a licensed judge. The requirements are:
-Attend 2 Morgan AMHA Judging schools
-Pass the licensing exam at both schools
-Apprentice with a licensed Morgan judge at a USEF approved horse show
-Apply for ‘r’ Morgan card
When you attend your first school the clock is set and you have 2 years to complete these requirements and
apply. USEF only meets a few times a year to review applications.
In 2017 AMHA offered judging schools in March in Scottsdale Arizona at the Carousel Charity Show and later in
the summer at a show in Massachusetts. I chose the Carousel Charity in March and spent my $1,500 on attending this
one judging school - between the $200 fee for the school, flight to Arizona, car rental and hotel in the resort-based city of
Scottsdale. It was a great time - at this school I had the opportunity to learn from Cindy Mugneir and Karen Homer
Brown who led the school. Once you are licensed you are required to attend a school every 3 years, which means that as
a student you get to learn at these schools alongside judges who are there to meet this requirement and who have so much
experience and knowledge to share! At this school I remember sharing space and conversation about Morgan horses and
the industry with Luman Wadhams, and Cliff and Joyce Swanson among other respected professionals. The schools are
3 days long with time spent watching video and discussing each division and then also watching ringside as a group and
taking turns going into center ring to judge alongside the show’s judge, Kent Swalla.
As an exhibitor myself and also someone with a full-time job, it was hard for me to schedule a full USEF rated
show in 2017 to apprentice. Instead I spent 1 day learner judging with Brooke Jacobs (who I met at the Carousel show) at
a local, non-rated show, the Crystal Show. This gave me the opportunity to put together the things I learned at my school
and put them into practice class after class after class.
As soon as I completed that first school, I started to look at horse shows in a whole new way. One big takeaway,
immediately for me, was how much a judge has to hold and manage in a short amount of time and come up with an
entire card full of placings. The amount of time spent really watching “the winner” is a lot shorter than I thought as an
exhibitor. It is much more time consuming watching everyone else and pinning 4-10 places than it usually is to pin the top
3 or so. Another takeaway is that in many ways quality rises to the top. And each judge gets to determine, in tie breaker
type situations, what is most important - is it most important that they saw the entry flat walk the entire time each time the
walk is called? Is it most important that they did not take a step out of place or is a rider’s ability to manage a situation
gracefully important? I also learned a lot about how to watch how horses move to determine if they have a soreness in
their way of going or if they are sound and even.
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In 2018 AMHA offered judging schools in Arizona again and then in May at the Southern States Regional in
Raleigh North Carolina. I decided to attend Southern States with teacher, Jonalyn Gwinnup. Licensed officials Gayle
Lampe and Marti Lockwood were in attendance and Matthew Roberts was judging the show. The schools all have a
similar format, though this time as a second school student it was only 2 days long. At this school I was able to offer more
insight in my participation in discussions and ask questions as I had more background from my experiences in 2017.
After completing this school, I started looking for a USEF show that I could get off work, that wouldn’t fall at the
same time as a show for me to show my show horse at and had an officiating judge that I respected and wanted to gain
mentorship from. I chose the Morgan Masterpiece in Wisconsin that fell in July with judge, Coby Holowasciz. Coby was
so incredibly kind and provided me with autonomy to discuss my placings and encouragement to be confident in my eye
and my card. It was a truly great experience.
After this learner judging show I dove into showing my hunter mare, Alex, and preparing for Oklahoma as an
exhibitor. Because of these other expenses I did not send in my application for my card until January 2019 which meant
my decision was on hold until they met in April 2019. I received news in May 2019 that I had been approved and had my
‘r’ Morgan judging card.
I am hopeful that I will get judging assignments in 2020 - but the gains I have already experienced through the
process of becoming a licensed ‘r’ judge are incredible. Our industry is dependent on having fair, unbiased and
competent judges. The only way to ensure that we don’t run out of a variety of opinions and officials is for us to continue
to join these forces. The process was not incredibly clear but by being brave enough to ask questions and reach out to
USEF for clarification along the way I was able to navigate. The judges that are active now are also great resources for
anyone, young or old, amateur, owner, breeder or simply Morgan horse admirer, who is interested in getting involved by
becoming a judge. I would highly recommend anyone who is interested in judging pursue their card and contribute to the
breed and industry in this way. I would be happy to help anyone navigate the process as well!
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Classifieds

Freeman Carpentry
Now making custom tack trunks and horse show
accessories! Everything is custom made to fit your needs.
Contact Matt Freeman at matt@freemancarpentry.com
(740) 816-3352 for more details.
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PEMF Therapy for
the equine/canine
and more.
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Want to see your ad here? For members it’s free! For non-members there is a small fee.
Ads can be for services, items for sale, or anything you can think of. For more info or if you
would like a spot please email Anjelica at anjelicajp.93@gmail.com
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Farm Advertisements
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Kid’s Korner
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MJMHA Statements & Updates
MJMHA Mission Statement

Are you interested in becoming more

The MJMHA is the statewide ruling and
sanctioning body for the Morgan horse owners and
riders in the State of Michigan. We will perform all
of the governing duties for our members in
accordance with all applicable rules. Additionally,
we will promote this most versatile and regal
American horse breed through the education of our
members as well as the public at large. We will
perform these duties with professionalism and
enthusiasm in the spirit of ethical sportsmanship for
the good of the breed and our members.

involved in your Morgan Horse
community? Well it’s that time of year
again! MJMHA is looking for members to
run to be on our volunteer board of
directors.
Anyone interested in running should email
Roberta Bartlett @ r10sweet@yahoo.com

Want to be featured in our next newsletter?
You can! Anyone can be a spotlight. All we
need is a bio about yourself and a couple
pictures. Spotlights can be of all ages and
ride at any level. As long as you share the
love or Morgan horses just like the rest of
us! To be featured Email Anjelica at
anjelicajp.93@gmail.com.
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