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Announcements 

Hello Members! 
MJMHA is always working hard to bring our community together. We would 

not be a club if it was not for you the community. Right now, we are 

looking to feature any heroes you may know who are involved in any way 

in the morgan horse world. Special shout outs and thank you’s that you 

would like to see in our upcoming newsletter can be emailed to our editor 

Anjelica at anjelicajp.93@gmail.com 
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President’s Letter 

Upcoming Dates 

 

• May 18th  MJMHA BOD Meeting 

(Go-To Meeting)  

• May 22nd – 24th Michigan All 

Morgan Horse Show -CANCELLED  

• June 21st Father’s Day 

• June 22nd MJMHA BOD Meeting 

(Go-To Meeting) 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Hello MJMHA Members, 

I hope this letter finds you healthy.  I know we are 

all anxious to get backing in the show ring rest 

assure that show committees everywhere are doing 

everything they can to make that happen all the 

while adhering to a new set of guidelines.  I was 

reassured of this when I called into the April 

AHMA Board meeting as they are wrestling thru 

all the same things our Board had to take into 

consideration when making a decision to postpone 

the MJMHA shows this Spring.  Rest assured that 

the AMHA is doing a great job navigating these 

uncharted waters. I encourage you all to read the 

AMHA emails as they are doing an awesome job 

at keeping its members up to date during this 

ever-changing horse show environment.  With this 

said I would encourage everyone to renew their 

MJMHA and AMHA memberships as this helps to 

keep things moving for each organization.  Horse 

folks are resilient and come together to help each 

other out during times like these.  Like the AMHA 

I would encourage you, if possible, to financially 

support your barns, trainers, and lessons horses 

during these uncertain times.  

A big shout out goes to Renee McLean who turned 

to her artistic talent of drawing and made 40 horse 

drawings to auction off online with all the 

proceeds going to supporting cancelled horse 

shows she competes at.  MJMHA Classic and 

Michigan All Morgan were recipients of some of 

those proceeds.  Know that the MJMHA board is 

working hard at preparing for spectacular events 

in 2021. 

 

 

I know some of you have been asking about Youth of 

the Year, we are awaiting guidance from AMHA on 

how to proceed on holding this event this year.  Feel 

free to reach out to me or check out website. 

Continue to stay healthy and strong until we can get 

back in the show ring. 

Kind Regards, 

Sherry Kollien 

President  
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Horses in History: Figure 
By: Samantha Johnson 

 

Sometimes horse breeds are influenced by several prominent foundation stallions. One 

example is the Thoroughbred, for example, which was heavily influenced by the Godolphin 

Arabian, the Byerley Turk, and the Darley Arabian. Over time, the characteristics of these three 

stallions made their mark on the breed we all know and love today. 

But the Morgan breed owes its development not to three foundation stallions, or even 

two—but just one. One astounding stallion with unparalleled prepotency and the ability to 

outrun, out-trot, and out-pull all of his competitors. The stallion’s name was Figure, but he was 

also known as “The Justin Morgan Horse.” 

Oddly enough, although Figure became the foundation of the Morgan breed, many of 

the key details of his pedigree are unconfirmed. It is generally believed that his sire was True 

Briton, a well-known English horse, but there have been other suggestions, including a claim 

that Figure was sired by Traveller, an imported stallion. As for Figure’s dam, her name has long 

since been lost to history, but she is described as being attractive, bay, and with a “bushy” 

mane and tail. An article by Brenda L. Tippin in the January 2015 issue of The Morgan Horse 

magazine states that the mare was by the sire Diamond, “…a thick, heavy horse of about 

middling size,” and out of a mare by Sportsman, a horse with Arabian heritage. 
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Figure was born in 1789, and that is essentially the only indisputable fact of his early life. 

It has been claimed that Figure was standing at stud in 1792 before being given as a debt 

payment to Justin Morgan, a jack-of-all-trades farmer and music teacher from Vermont. Many 

sources state that Justin Morgan owned and bred Figure’s dam, and was quite possibly her 

owner at the time of Figure’s conception. It’s generally believed that Figure was not in Justin 

Morgan’s possession until the colt was two or three years old. 

 

It could be assumed that, with a lineage so apparently unimportant that no one 

bothered to keep a record of it, Figure shouldn’t have amounted to anything as a stallion. But 

he was evidently in great demand at stud from 1792 to 1795, and was in even greater demand 

as a work horse; Morgan repeatedly leased Figure to various farmers in the region and he 

gained quite a reputation as a weight-puller. 

Figure led a varied and busy life; he was constantly changing hands, and any given day 

might find him winning races, clearing fields, competing in pulling contests, or strutting in a 

parade. He had at least fourteen different owners in his lifetime and sired an unrecorded 

number of foals, including many colts that went on to become prolific sires in their own right. 

Their names sound like they might belong to humans rather than horses, for example, 

Sherman Morgan and Woodbury Morgan, but it easy to see that the respect for Justin 

Morgan’s horse was already very high. 

Figure died in 1821 at age 32, but the immense respect continues. The Morgan Horse 

Club, Inc. (now called the American Morgan Horse Association) established a monument to 

him in Tunbridge, Vermont, and a statue of his likeness was unveiled at the Government 

Morgan Horse Farm (now the UVM Morgan Horse Farm) in 1921. It’s hard to imagine a better 

legacy for a very special horse. 
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Freeman Carpentry 

Now making custom tack trunks and horse show 

accessories! Everything is custom made to fit your needs. 

Contact Matt Freeman at matt@freemancarpentry.com 

(740) 816-3352 for more details. 

 

Classifieds 
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PEMF Therapy for 
the equine/canine 
and more.
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Want to see your ad here? For members it’s free! For non-members there is a small fee. 

Ads can be for services, items for sale, or anything you can think of. For more info or if you 

would like a spot please email Anjelica at anjelicajp.93@gmail.com  
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Farm Advertisements 
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Kid’s Korner 
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MJMHA Statements & Updates 

MJMHA Mission Statement 

The MJMHA is the statewide ruling and 

sanctioning body for the Morgan horse owners and 

riders in the State of Michigan. We will perform all 

of the governing duties for our members in 

accordance with all applicable rules. Additionally, 

we will promote this most versatile and regal 

American horse breed through the education of our 

members as well as the public at large. We will 

perform these duties with professionalism and 

enthusiasm in the spirit of ethical sportsmanship for 

the good of the breed and our members. 

 

 

UPHA's Ribbons of Service is a program through which UPHA youth 

members "ride for the cure" by raising funds for the patients and 

families of St. Jude Children's Research Hospital or an approved 

non-profit charity. It is open to all youth members who compete 

in equestrian competitions while riding or driving a Morgan horse. 

The program was developed to teach youth members the 

importance of community service by donating their time to those 

in need. Through this program, kids learn the value of helping 

those less fortunate. 

For more information on this program to 

go http://www.uphaonline.com/ribbons-of-service. 

 

 

Want to be featured in our next newsletter? You 

can! Anyone can be a spotlight. All we need is a 

bio about yourself and a couple pictures. 

Spotlights can be of all ages and ride at any level. 

As long as you share the love or Morgan horses 

just like the rest of us! To be featured Email 

Anjelica at anjelicajp.93@gmail.com. 

 

 

http://www.uphaonline.com/ribbons-of-service

